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STATE OF NEW  JERSEY
DEPARTW NT OF LAW  & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION 0F CONSIM R AFFM RS
STATE BOMID 0F ARCWTECTS

m  'IHE M ATTER 0F TI'IE SUSPENSION :
OR REVOCATION 0F THE LICENSE OF : Administrative Aotion

CONSENT ORDERJOSEPH M . SPATARO, R.A.
LICENSE N0. A.1. 08258

TO PRACTICE ARCHITECTURE
IN THB STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

This matter was origlnally opened to the New Jersey State Board of Architects mereinafter

the O oard'') by'way of Adnaînistradve Complaint filed October 27, 1998, in which the Attorney
General alleged that Respondeht, Joseph M. Spataro, R.A., (hereinafter RRespondentn), l'icensed

to practice arcllitecture in the State of Nçw Jersey, prepared site plsns for the construction of a

three-story private residence in Belmar, New Jersey, that dicl not conform to recogniad sindards
for the practice of architecture in this State. Additionally, the Complaint alleged certain other

violations of N.J.S.A. 41:3-1 #.1 sen. (the Architecture Licensing Act) vand its accompanying

regulations. Resppndent flled an Answer through former counsel in wbich he denied all tlze

allegations of the Complaint. Ptlrsuant to the authority conferred upon the Board by V J.A.C.
1: 1-3.2, the matter was trnnnmitted to the Oftice of Administrative Law for pletlary hearing.

Respondent's actions, if proven, would. constitute groundi for disciplinazy aotion by tlz Board

lmder N.J.S.A. 45:1-21, and/or for the csessment of civil pennlties pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-22,



. Land for costs ptzrsuant to N.J.S.A. 45: 1-25.. The partles desiring to terminate these proceedings;

and the Board ackmowledging that nothing herein shall constitute an admission by Respondent

or a fmding of fact by the Board; and htrther finding the within disposition adequately protects

tlle public's health, safety and welfare; and other good cause appearing
,4

IT lS, therefore, on this /$ day of ./ ', 2000,W',M
ORDERED THAT;

l . Resw ndent's licensb to engage in the practice of arcbitecture in the Sute of New

Jersey is hereby suspended for a period of two years. 'Fhe f'lrst three months of the suspension

shall be deemed active, with tb.e remainder st.ayed and served as a period of probation. During
.the period of this active stzsw zlsiop Remondent inciuding his agents or empioyees acting on his

behalf, shall not engage in any a'ctivity whatsoever requiring Iicensure under the Architecture

Licensing Act. This prohibition shall include, but not be limited to the conduct delineated in

N.J.S.A. 45:3-1. 1(c), .(k), and (1). Respondent shall also ba prohibited from soliciting or
advertising ltis availability to perform prohibited services.

2. Respondent is hereby reprlmanded for conduct violative of the Architecture

Licensing Act, N.J.S.A. 45:3-1 qt sen.

3. In the event that the Board or the Attorney General is made aware of conduct by

Re'spondent which constitutes violations of this Order or arty Statue or Regulation governing th
e

practice of architecture, Respondent shall be provided notice and opportunity to be heard before

the Board, and should the Board make a finding that such violation has in fact occurred
, then

such finding shall result in tlw activation of the sGyed portion of the suspension artd the

imposition of such other discipline as the Board deems appropriate.

4. No period of tkne dllring wbich Respondent engages irl the practice of architecture

in another judsdiction shall cotmt toward the period of active suspension set forth in paragraph
one herein.

5. Respondent shall pay the Board's costs of investigaion and penalties for the claims

forming the bases of the Attomey General's Complaint in this mater, in the amount of $9500.00

(includlng expert costs afld fmnqcript fees). Payment shall be by certified check or money order
made payable to the New Jersey State Board of Architects and shall be made in twentpone

installments commencing w1t.11 the thirtieth da'y of the first month of the stayed suspension at the
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Court Rule rate of interest of 5.5% nnnually.

witlz the finnl payment in tlw amoupt of $195.8 1.

Each payment shall be in the amount of $488.86.
The total amount due under the terms 'of this

Order shall be $9,973.01 induding intTrest in the amount of $473.01. A Certiiicate of Debt in
the full anzomlt of the total sums owed tmder the terms of this Order shall be filed upon entzy

of this Order by the Board and shall be discharged upon the payment of the tinal installment as

set forth herein. Any failure to make payment of a monthly installment within 10 days of the

due date shall constilute a violation of Respondent's probation, shall cause activation of the
e . ' 

.remnlntng period of the stayed sakspemsionv shall re-mllt in accelemuon of tlle remainder of the debt

and shall render the entire balance due and owing.

6. Respondent shall enroli in and s'uccessfully complete sixvcredit hours in tlle subject
. ' 

'area of ''structm'al designf'. The oom ses shall be undertaken at any institution of higher

education and shall be subject to approval hy the Board President prior to Respondent's
enrollment. A1l six credit hotu's must be complded by the end of the probationary period

esGblished i!l paragraph one herein. The failure to oomplete the educational component of this

Order shall result in the indefirtite extension of the period of probation tmtil such time as this

requirement is fultilled.

7. The ftrst ninç monttls of Respordent's stayed suspension and probation shall

include the requirement that Respondent submit to monitoring by a Registered Arcbitect licensed

by the New Jersey Stte Board of Architects. Such monitoring shall be at Respondent's expense.
In order to identifr art appropriate monitor, witltin t.111%  days of tite entt'y date of this Order
Respondent shall provide the Board with the names and credentials of

. three individuals, with

more th%  t'ive years of professional experience in New Jersey
, 

'

who would be acceptabie to

Respondent as a monitor. The Board shall choose the. monitor from that list
, reserving the right

to interviiw any of the proposed monitors or to require Respondent to identify additional

candidates. None of the monitors proposed should have a pre-existing professional or familial

relationsl'tip w1t.11 Respondent. 'Ihe monitor
, when chosen, shall be provided with the Complaint

ard ttte Answer in tllis matter. The monitor shall meet witlv Respondent at Respondent's place

of blzsiness, for three hours per week or for the length of time necessars whether more or less

than three hom s, to complete the monhoring function throughout the nine month period
. The

monitor shall review any submissions or plans prepared by Respondent together with any
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